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They w o rk  hard fo r their m oney: student loan rate low est of CSUs
A
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Cal Poly boasts the lowest student 
loan default rate o f the 23 Califor­
nia State University (CSU) cam­
puses, according to the most recent 
data, and the Director o f  Financial 
Aid and Scholarships Lois Kelly 
thinks she knows why.
“Our students understand the 
responsibilities they have taken on, 
and are responsible in paying back 
their student loans,” Kelly said.
At Cal Poly, the student loan de­
fault rate is 1.2 percent —  the na­
tional average is 7 percent. The next 
closest CSU  is California Maritime 
Academy with 1.5 percent, and the 
CSU  with the highest default rate 
is California State University, Stan­
islaus with 5.2 percent.
Student loan default rates are de­
termined by dividing the amount o f 
students who default, or don’t pay 
a portion o f their loan back, by the 
total number o f students repaying 
loans.
There are multiple factors that 
influence default rates and they all 
depend on the student.
Noelia Gonzalez, director o f fi­
nancial aid at CSU  Stanislaus, said 
a student’s family back­
ground as well as de­
mographic and 
socioeconom ­
ic factors are 
im p o rtan t 
when com­
paring her 
university’s 
default rate 
to Cal Poly’s.
G o n z a ­
lez said she 
felt her 
s tu d e n ts  
c a m e
said she agreed Cal Poly students 
tend to come from more financially 
stable families, which helps with 
their ability to handle repay­
ing loans. She also said this, 
paired with post-college ca-
from lower 
income area 
in comparison to Cal 
Poly students, who 
generally have stronger 
family support systems.
“You have to look at where 
(students) come from and 
their backgrounds," Gonzalez 
said. “A lot of our students are 
supporting their families. More of 
our students use loans because their 
families are not helping them out.”
Program Coordinator o f Career 
Services at Cal Poly, Carole Moore,
reer possibilities, is a main 
factor in the low student 
loan default rate.
“If  students have families 
that will support them and (have)
an opportunity to seek higher pay­
ing jobs, it will be easier to pay the 
loans back,” Moore said.
The ability for Cal Poly students 
to use their hands-on education 
when entering career industries is 
something Cal Poly prides 
itself upon, Moore said.
“Cal Poly pushes intern­
ships, lab experiences, co­
op’s and field work,” Moore 
said. “All o f those oppor­
tunities provide industry 
exposure, networking 
and what it is to an 
industry pro­
fessional be­
fore gradu­
ating. That 
makes our 
s t u d e n t s  
f in a n c ia lly  
r e S p o n - 
sible and 
able to 
pay back 
loans.” 
A n d  
e m p l o y -  
ment proves 
be a main 
why schools
like Cal Maritime have default rates 
close to Cal Poly’s and far below the 
national average. Not only do Cal 
Poly and Cal Maritime have the two 
lowest student loan default rates, 
but they also have two o f the highest 
graduation employment rates.
Cal Poly has a graduation em­
ployment rate o f 67 percent, and 
Cal Maritime’s “official number is 
97 percent,” said James Dalske, di­
rector o f career development at Cal 
Maritime.
Both universities have students 
working toward specialized careers, 
which result in jobs out o f college. 
This allows students to start paying 
back loans right away. Director o f 
Financial Aid at Cal Maritime, Ken 
Welsh, said.
“(The low default rate is) mainly 
since we have great career services 
here, and the fact that (maritime)
V
is a limited industry,” Welsh said. 
“The students are going toward their 
goal, and when they get out o f here 
they get the jobs they want.”
The student loan default rate 
ultimately depends on the student 
and their motivation to use the loan
see Loans, page 5
Students rejoice, professors dismay: the hoiidays are weii on their way
Amanda Sado
AMANDASEDO.MD@>GMAIL.COM
The birth o f Martin Luther King 
Jr. was celebrated Monday at the 
start o f the third week o f  instruc­
tion, much to the appreciation o f 
students who enjoyed a three-day 
weekend (or four for those lucky 
enough to be done Thursday).
W inter quarter at Cal Poly 
consists o f two Monday holidays 
—  one o f which is notorious for 
causing students and professors to 
attend their Monday classes on a 
Tuesday.
Ashley Harvey, a food science 
junior, said although there could 
be a few students feeling cheated 
by the missed class days, most stu­
dents look forward to the days off 
from school.
“Monday is my worst day; I 
have two labs so I really appreciate
the break,” Harvey said.
Although it is expected that stu­
dents welcome the day o f missed 
class with open arms, teachers are 
a little less ecstatic about missing 
class time.
“ I  find the (holiday) so early 
in the quarter inconvenient,” said 
English professor Carl Wooton. 
“It seems like "we are just getting 
started and then we have this inter­
ruption.”
"Five weeks after the first Mon­
day holiday, campus celebrates 
Presidents’ Day on Feb. 21. lo  
avoid another missed day of in­
struction for Monday classes, the 
Academic Senate recommended 
Feb. 22 follow a Monday schedule 
thus causing students to miss Tues­
day classes instead.
Susan Olivas, the interim asso­
ciate registrar at the office of the 
registrar said it was a necessary
resolution Monday quarter, Olivas said.
schedule) to minimize the number 
o f canceled Monday classes.
The Academic Senate, which is 
in charge o f approving and evaluat­
ing university policy and proce­
dures, is the faculty govern­
ing body o f  the university, 
which represents approxi­
mately 1,000 faculty mem­
bers. It is comprised o f 51 
elected faculty representa­
tives, four senior administra­
tors and two students as stated 
on the Cal Poly website.
This recommendation by the 
Academic Senate was put into 
effect in 2005 and since then 
academic calendars have 
been formed with classes fol­
lowing A Monday schedule 
on a Tuesday when there is 
more than one Monday holi- 
dav within the same 10 week
“I think that this scheduling is 
kind o f clumsy but with the sched­
ule o f classes that meet two days a
Monday, Wednesday and
see HoluUiys, page 5
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Word on the Street
What do you like or dislike the 
most about the food on 
campus?
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■ | think it’s convenient."
— Brittany Lipson, 
agricultural sciences senioi
"I don t eat on canipns too 
often, i;ut I like ttie breakfast 
buiritos. ■
-  Wesley Sc^hweikhard, 
master of pul)lif t>olicy 
graduate student
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There aren’t enough ctiain 
restaurants on campus."
— Elustt Shirazpour, 
computer engineering senior
■'I doi 1 1 really like it in 
gen-'r.a!  ^ tlie meals aren’t 
di.it cjreat."
- Jeni 'ifer Hiidiono. 
biomedical engineering 
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Chinese president’s visit to Washington 
begins with human rights protestors
Margaret Taiev 
Warren R Strobel
MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS
Even before Chinese President Hu 
Jintao’s plane landed outside Wash­
ington on Tuesday for his state visit, 
the human rights protesters were 
gearing up.
China’s jailing o f political dis­
senters and media censorship have 
long been a concern for civil rights 
advocates and the U .S. govern­
ment.
When Hu last visited the W hite 
House, in 2006  to meet with Presi­
dent George W. Bush, a woman 
who represented the Falun Gong 
movement —  which is banned 
in China —  interrupted their re­
marks. That was during an “offi- 
cial” visit, less prestigious than a 
“state” visit.
Now, as President Barack 
Obama welcomes Hu for China’s 
first state visit to the United States 
since 1997, complete with an ar­
rival ceremony and a posh state 
W hite House dinner Wednesday, a 
convergence o f  forces is giving new 
energy to the critics’ push:
—  The awarding o f the Nobel 
Peace Prize in absentia last fall to 
jailed democracy activist Liu Xiao- 
bo.
—  China’s rise as a world busi­
ness and. military power, and a con­
comitant rise in expectations that 
it should conduct itself as a civi­
lized society.
—  The explosive potential o f 
the Internet and social networking 
in recent years to give voice to the 
repressed.
—  China’s scheduled transition 
o f power in 2012  .to a new set o f 
leaders.
Obama, who met last week with 
human rights activists in prepara­
tion for his discussions with Hu, is 
likely to speak o f  his concerns on 
two fronts: individual cases such 
as Liu’s and broader issues such as 
building freer legal and governance 
systems. Obama said last year that 
Liu “should be released as soon as 
possible.”
However, with China holding 
so much sway over major issues 
such as U .S. debt, the global econ-
omy and North Korea’s nuclear 
threat, the United States has little 
leverage to enforce its demands on 
the Asian power.
No major human rights conces­
sions are expected to he announced 
during Hu’s visit. W hite House 
press secretary Robert Gibbs said 
Tuesday that “we will continue to 
have difficult conversations, but 
necessary conversations” with C hi­
na about human rights, adding, 
“This is a long road.”
Still, protesters who represented 
Chinese, Taiwanese, Tibetans and 
Uighurs made final arrangements 
Tuesday to fill Lafayette park, just 
across Pennsylvania Avenue from 
the W hite House, while Hu hud­
dles Wednesday with Obama.
Clothilde Le Coz, the Wash­
ington director o f the organiza­
tion Reporters W ithout Borders, 
who will speak at the rally, said 
freeing Liu would be its focus and 
that organizers hoped that word o f 
the campaign would filter through 
China’s wall o f censorship.
Chinese citizens have ways o f 
getting around Internet censors, 
she said, adding, “We have great 
hopes that it will reach students, 
and maybe others, in China.”
Obama him self is expected to 
raise human rights concerns with 
Hu in private meetings. The issue 
also is likely to come up in a joint 
news conference Wednesday.
Secretary o f State Hillary C lin ­
ton signaled a more robust stance 
on the issue in a speech last Fri­
day, declaring that “America will 
continue to speak out and to press 
China” on censorship, the impris­
onment o f  activists, limits on re­
ligious freedom and the jailing o f 
lawyers and legal advocates who 
challenge the government.
Clinton also foreshadowed 
what Obama is expected to tell 
Hu: that while dissent can be de­
stabilizing, it also can improve 
economic innovation and the 
health and well-being o f China’s 
population.
Those arguments, however, 
are unlikely to carry much weight 
with Hu and his delegation.
China’s leaders must manage a
country o f 1.3 billion people, and 
“it’s a little hard to tell them what 
to do,” said China scholar Kenneth 
Lieberthal, who served on the Na­
tional Security Council staff under 
President Bill C linton. The United 
States “has the greatest influence 
on this by being an example, by 
practicing what we preach,” he 
said.
The human rights issue none­
theless could embarrass Hu, who 
by all accounts is eager to improve 
China’s image in the United States.
The Obama administration 
hasn’t always seemed to make hu­
man rights dialogue with Beijing 
a priority. O n a trip to Asia soon 
after she took office, Clinton said 
she’d raise the issue with the C hi­
nese, “but we pretty much know 
what they’re going to say.”
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Obama orders federal help for business
Peter Nicholas 
Jim Puzzanghera
TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAU
Announcing a push to scrap oner­
ous regulations on business, Presi­
dent Barack Obama is not only 
trying to patch a strained relation­
ship with corporate leaders but also 
displaying a new strategy to bypass 
a hostile Congress and protect his 
political interests.
Obama signed an executive or­
der Tuesday that aims to weed out 
rules that administration olFicials 
admitted could be burdensome for 
companies struggling to recover 
from the deep recession.
The executive order pre-empts 
House Republican lawmakers who 
had planned to make a regulatory 
overhaul their next major priority 
after an attempt to repeal Obama’s 
health care law.
By invoking his executive au­
thority, Obama showed that he no 
longer sees Congress as the main 
arena for advancing his agenda, as 
he did when Democrats controlled 
both the House and Senate.
Obama took the unusual step o f 
trumpeting his order through an 
op-ed piece written for The Wall 
Street Journal.
The forum seemed designed to 
get the full attention o f  two cru­
cial constituencies who have aban­
doned Obama: business leaders 
and independent voters.
Obama’s action Pits a pattern 
that has emerged since the mid­
term elections, when Republicans 
won control o f the House and 
picked up scats in the Senate.
He has used all the tools o f his 
office to mollify business lead­
ers who are disenchanted with his 
presidency.
Over the past two months he 
has extended the Bush tax cuts for 
the wealthiest Americans and ap­
pointed W illiam Daley, a former 
banking executive, as his chief o f 
staff.
“This order requires that fed­
eral agencies ensure that regula­
tions protect our safety, health 
and environment while promoting 
econom ic growth,” Obama wrote. 
“And it orders a government-wide
review o f the rules already on the 
books to remove outdated regula­
tions that stifle job creation and 
make our economy less competi­
tive.”
Regulations are a favorite target 
o f  business. Chamber executives 
have complained that the Obama 
administration unleashed a “regu­
latory tsunami” that is the biggest 
challenge to job creation and U.S. 
competitiveness abroad.
“We cannot allow this nation 
to move from a government o f 
the people to a government o f the 
regulators,” Chamber President 
Thomas Donohue said last week.
One part o f the order requires 
federal agencies to write regula­
tions with a view toward boosting 
the economy and creating jobs. 
Another calls upon agencies to go 
back and pore over existing regula­
tions to make sure they arc up to 
date.
One former Obama adminis­
tration official, who asked not to 
be named, said in an interview, “If 
this signals a more restrictive pos­
ture at the agencies, greenhouse gas 
regulation could be affected.”
But an official with the En­
vironmental Protection Agency 
countered that “EPA is confident 
that our recent and upcoming 
steps to address (greenhouse gas) 
emissions under the Clean Air Act 
comfortably pass muster under the 
sensible standards the president has 
laid out.”
It seems doubtful Obama will 
win back business in the near term. 
Many business leaders remain 
bothered by aggressive rhetoric 
from the W hite House over the 
past two years about Wall Street’s 
behavior. They also dislike the sys­
tem enacted by Obama to police 
banks and prevent another collapse 
o f  the financial system.
Yet old foes also credit Obama 
for his latest moves.
“It has been a long time coming 
for small business owners to hear 
this from this administration, and 
we will be watching closely to see if 
today’s directive leads to real regu­
latory reform,” said Dan Danner, 
head o f  the National Federation o f 
Independent Business, which rep­
resents small businesses.
As with his other post-midterm 
steps toward the political center, 
Obama is getting an earful from 
his liberal base.
Progressive groups argue that 
the BP oil spill, the financial col­
lapse o f 2008, mine explosions and 
product recalls point to the haz­
ards o f too little regulation. W hat’s 
more, demanding that agencies 
spend time reviewing old regula­
tions distracts' them from the im­
portant work o f protecting the 
public, some argued.
Inside the W hite House, aides 
aren’t worried that liberals will 
bolt.
They believe that when the 
2012  election rolls around, the left 
will line up behind Obama, but 
they know the president also must 
reconnect with independent voters.
“He’s doing this now because 
it’s part o f this new W hite House 
staff’s detente with business,” said 
Rena Steinzor, president o f the 
Center for Progressive Reform, a 
think tank. “He’s looking ahead to 
2012. He has to hope that no more 
disasters happen.”
For months, even before the 
midterm elections. W hite House 
aides have said that Obama would 
press his agenda in the second half 
o f his term through direct execu­
tive action, sidestepping Congress.
Unhappy with marathon fights 
in Congress, W hite House advis­
ers were looking for better ways to 
showcase Obama as a leader and 
get the focus o ff the messy partisan 
clashes on Capitol Hill.
Obama’s executive order is an 
example o f the new strategy in ac­
tion.
Obama could have made the ex­
ecutive order even stronger, experts 
said.
Executive orders are a means by 
which presidents act unilaterally, 
without congressional approval.
The orders don’t carry the full 
weight o f legislation because they 
can be changed by future presi­
dents. They can also be legally 
challenged if they infringe on the 
powers o f other branches o f gov­
ernment.
Debate over health care is 
becoming more civiiized
David Lightman
MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS
The Republican-led House of Rep­
resentatives will vote Wednesday to 
repeal the sweeping 2010 health care 
law, but the debate on repeal was far 
more civil —  if still spirited and parti­
san —  than the strident rhetoric that’s 
colored Congress in recent years.
The repeal effort is largely sym­
bolic, as GOP lawmakers are eager 
to show their supponers that they’re 
ready to act on campaign promises of 
last fäll. The repeal is likely to fail in die 
Democratic-majoriry Senate, however, 
forcing Republicans to attack the law 
piecemeal in coming months.
Meanwhile, the polarizing issue 
gave House members their first chance 
to display whether they have learned 
any lessons from the national trauma 
that followed the mass shooting in 
Tucson, Ariz., on Jan. 8, which killed 
six and wounded 13. including one of 
their own members. Democratic Rep. 
GabricUe Giffords, critically wounded 
with a gunshot through her head.
The tone of House debate was no- 
ubly different from last year’s health 
care brawl, which featured thousands 
of protesters chanting outside the 
Capitol and incited, in various pans of 
the nation, threats of violence against 
lawmakers, including Giffords.
Tuesdays rhetoric, though, resem­
bled an old-fashioned Capitol debate.
Repeal “will take away new ri|^ts 
and frecdo.ms, put insurance compa­
nies back in charge and balloon the 
deficit,” said Rep. George Miller, D- 
Calif
No, said Rep. Steve King, R-Iowa, 
the law “expands the dependency sute 
in America for political reasons.”
In September 2009, Rep. Joe Wil­
son, R-S.C., shouted “You lie!" during 
President Barack Obama’s health care 
address to Congress. Wilson quickly 
apologized.
During the House health care de­
bate last March, King and others went 
to a Capitol baknny and egged on 
demonstrators below.
Lawmakers around the country 
reported threats and violent inddencs, 
including Giffords, a health overhaul 
supporter whose Tucson office was
vandalized the n i^ t o f die House 
vote.
Each party’s leaders blamed the 
other for the tension. Rep. Eric Can­
tor, R-Va., now the House majority 
leader, specifically named two Demo­
cratic officials as “dangprously fanning 
the flames by suggesting that these in­
cidents be used as a political weapon.”
Tuesday, however. Cantor had a 
far more conciliatory tone. He talked 
about the need for “civil discourse” 
and the need for “decency.”
Conservative groups Tuesday qui­
etly presented thousands of petitions 
from around the country urging re­
peal.
Jenny Beth Martin, the Tea Party 
Patriots national coordinator, recalled 
how conservative members o f Con­
gress were able to spread the word on 
talk shows and mobilize a big, angry 
crowd against the bill’s passage last 
year.
This time, though, die effort was 
different —  since Republicans have a 
242 to 193 House majority, she said, 
“We will enjoy tomorrow very much.”
Democrats hdd their own hearing 
on the repeal, and wimesscs included a 
breast cancer survivor, a hemophiliac, 
a pediatrician and the mother o f a col­
lege student with pre-existing condi- 
dons. Minority Leader Nancy Pclosi, 
D-Calif., introduced them as “the real 
faces o f reform.”
The Department of Health and 
Human Services released a report that 
as many as 129 million people have a 
pre-exisdng condition that could jeop­
ardize their ability to get insurance.
The 2010 law makes it illegal for 
insurers to deny coverage because of 
such conditions, but the terms won’t 
be fidly phased in until 2014.
Republicans fired back, deriding 
the Obama administradoris claims 
as overblown, though they offered 
no specific evidence to contradict the 
HHS report.
They also charged that the law will 
cost the nation jobs and increase fixl- 
etal deficits, despite reports fix>m the 
nonpartisan Congressional Budget 
Office and Congressional Research 
Service that suggest otherwise.
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Briefs
State
SANTA CRUZ (MCT) —
On Jan. 11, UCSC administration 
announced in an e-mail to the cam­
pus that grafhti found in a men’s 
bathroom in a social sciences build­
ing contained a threat o f violence to 
be carried out on Jan. 18.
The grafRti was initially discov­
ered by a student and reported to 
campus authorities on Dec. 8. It has 
since been removed.
Campus was closed Monday for 
the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday, 
and it appears as though things 
were slower than normal Tuesday 
as at least a few professors canceled 
classes and some students vowed to 
stay off the campus.
• • •
LOS AGNELES (MCT) —
Two Gardena High School students 
were injured when a gun in a stu­
dent’s backpack accidentally dis­
charged Tuesday.
One girl was shot in the head, 
and is in grave condition at a hos­
pital.
The other victim, a boy, was 
wounded in the shoulder.
According to Robert Alaniz, 
a Los Angeles Unified School 
District spokesman, the gun dis­
charged when a 10th grade boy 
either dropped or bumped the 
backpack containing the weapon.
Sources told the Los Angeles 
Times that after the gun went 
off, the student who brought it 
to school apologized to his class­
mates before running out o f the 
classroom.
He surrendered to police in a 
dramatic end to a standoff after 
two fellow students were shot.
Holidays
continuedfrom page I  ^
National
WASHINGTON D.C. (MCT) —
The Supreme Court agreed Tuesday 
to hear an appeal from California 
officials and decide whether states 
arc free to reduce how much they 
pay to doctors, hospitals and other 
providers under the Medicaid pro­
gram for poor people.
Medicaid is jointly funded by the 
federal government and the states, 
but it is unclear how far states that 
arc fitcing huge health care costs can 
go to reduce their spiending on their 
own.
This appeal touched a chord in 
the high court.The justices agreed 
to hear three separate appeals from 
the state, all o f which raise the same 
issue. The lead case is Maxwell-Jolly 
vs. Independent Living Center o f 
Southern California.
• • •
ARIZONA (MCT) —
Federal law enforcement officials 
have recovered “reams o f videotape" 
recorded from surveillance cameras 
at the Safeway shopping mall in 
Tucson, Ariz., where Rep. Gabrielle 
Giffords was shot, video that they 
said “leaves no doubt” about how 
the gunman methodically went 
about killing six people and wound­
ing 13 others.
Ihc video from multiple cam­
eras, posted around the griKcry 
parking lot, is “very, very clear,” one 
federal official said.
As an example, one official who 
has had the video described to him 
in detail said it shows that Giffords 
was shot first, followed by U.S. Dis­
trict Judge John M. Roll, who was 
standing near Giffords. Roll, 63, 
Arizona’s senior federal judge, was 
killed in the rampage.
International
MEXICO (MCT) —
Mexican authorities said they had 
arrested a founding member of 
the notorious Zetas gang on Tues­
day who oversaw the smuggling 
of drugs and migrants in southern 
Mexico.
Flavio Mendez Santiago, 35, 
and a bodyguard were captured 
Monday in the southern state of 
Oaxaca, from which he allegedly 
relayed drug shipments and moved 
migrants from Central and South 
America north to the U.S. border.
Mendez, a former soldier, al­
legedly joined the Zetas when the 
gang was formed in the 1990s by 
ex-members o f elite military units. 
He was among Mexico’s 37 most- 
wanted drug suspects.
• •
COLOMBIA (MCT) —
A pigeon that carried 45 grams of 
drugs into a prison was found by 
police Tuesday, a few meters away 
from a jail in northern Colombia.
The find exposed a drug trans­
port method that even the authori­
ties described as “clever."
Bucaramanga police command­
er Jose Mendoza said the pigeon 
was carrying 40 grams of marijuana 
and 5 grams of “bazuco” (a cheap 
mix of freebasc cocaine and other 
substances) toward the prison. 
However, the bird could not reach 
its goal because the weight made it 
tired, and it fell to the ground.
Police officers watching the area 
sought to help the animal, and 
then realized that small packages 
had been tied to its wings.
Mendoza said it is not the first 
time that pigeon couriers have been 
“recruited" by criminals.
Tuesday, Thursday —  1 understand 
it’s necessary to balance missed 
class time,” Wooton said.
Through dialogue with the Aca­
demic Senate, faculty and students 
believe this scenario is the optimal 
solution, Olivas said.
“In May 2005, the Academic 
Senate agreed on a way to make 
missing class more equitable,” O li­
vas said. “There are only a certain 
amount o f class days that can be 
missed.”
W ith classes offered at Cal Poly 
that only meet on Mondays, having 
two missed class days would mean 
chose students would only attend 
eight classes throughout the quar­
ter.
“Our policy is that the classes 
have to meet nine times out o f the 
10 week term,” Olivas said. “We 
want for each day’s offering to meet 
the maximal amount o f times as 
possible.”
Students and professors alike 
understand the reasoning behind 
the scheduling.
“I think it makes the teach­
ers feel better because they aren’t 
having their classes canceled twice 
throughout the quarter,” Harvey 
said.
W ooton also said this second 
holiday comes as a relief when com­
pared to the first Monday holiday.
“The one later in the quarter is 
less o f an inconvenience because 
professors are also ready for a break 
at this point,” he said.
The Monday schedule on a 
Tuesday is unique to winter quar­
ter because Martin Luther King 
Jr .’s birthday and Presidents’ Day 
always fall on Mondays. However, 
both fall and spring quarters consist 
o f at least two academic holidays.
Olivas said sometimes the M on­
day schedule on a Tuesday is also 
utilized during spring quarter if 
Cesar Chavez Day falls on a Mon­
day.
Though the weird scheduling 
can be confusing, students do not 
seem to be phased and neither do 
the professors.
“To me there is not too much o f 
a difference,” Wooton said. “Every 
quarter requires adjustments (be­
cause o f the holidays).”
Loans
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wisely and pay it back in a timely 
manner. This is something liberal 
studies junior Marie Aromin, who 
has student loans, said she agrees 
with.
“It’s both the student and the 
job market,” Aromin said. “To 
even get into Cal Poly you have to
be motivated. As soon as 1 gradu­
ate, 1 want to get a job and pay my 
loan back as soon as 1 can.”
Aromin just proves the reason 
Cal Poly is able to boast such a low 
default rate is dependent upon the 
nature o f the student, a fact Kelly 
pin-pointed from the get-go.
“Cal Poly students make (pay­
ing loans back) an obligation.” Kel­
ly said. “Our students are employ­
able and have jobs and understand 
responsibilities.”
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For your viewing pieasure: a cioser took at porn
Caitlyn Harkins is an English 
sophomore an d  copy editor fo r  the 
Mustang Daily.
I watch porn. A lot.
IVc watched porn alone, with sig­
nificant others and even in a group 
setting. Given the opportunity, I can 
recommend a multitude o f sices that 
would cater to your kink, fetish or 
vanilla interest.
It s probably a mixture o f my in­
tense curiosity and higher-than-aver- 
age sex drive, but I’ve been clicking 
that “I’m over 18” button for at least 
four or five years now. And yet, when 
I open Cosmopolitan or visit a XXX 
site, the porn-viewing community 
still seems to be dominated by men.
According to the Internet Filter 
Report, 72 percent o f 'men watch 
porn in comparison to women view- 
ership o f 28 percent. The disparit)' is 
pretty shocking, especially in 2011. 
Shouldn’t we have movie theaters 
like the feelies from the novel Brave 
New World by now? Come on.
So is it lack o f  female interest (the 
dreaded “lower" sex drive so com­
monly cited), nonresponse to these 
surveys or something else that keeps 
views down?
Wliilc there is a huge amount o f 
porn available —  seriously, there are 
420 million porn pages on the Inter­
net and Google had 23,629,211 hits 
for the word “porn” in 2006 alone 
—  a majority o f sites cater to male 
interests. Facials, anal and blowjobs 
are some of the most common hits 
on porn sites, yet you’d be hard- 
pressed to find a sizeable number of 
chicks who dig that kind o f thing.
Feminist author Robin Morgan 
said “Pornography is the theory, and 
rape the practice,” while anti-porn 
lobbyists cite porn as the cause o f 
moral degradation and exploitation.
In the face o f this, women arc of­
ten made to feel like porn is always 
supposed to offend them, and to feel 
guilty when it doesn’t.
However, there is a growing sex- 
positive and pro-porn population 
that seeks to acknowledge women 
rather than objectify them as merely 
things to be railed on screen.
A new genre has emerged to ad­
dress women in porn. It’s written and 
shot with gals in mind, and often di­
rected by women too. PornMovics- 
ForWomen.com is a site made spe­
cifically for hctcro women —  it’s got 
the tenderness o f a Lifetime movie
hicks means two of 
everything, and m 
is wetter, r ^ t?
—  Caitlyn Haikins
Sex cniumnist
with just the right amount o f soft­
core action.
A study from Australian research­
er Jade Sheen said women between 
the ages o f 18 and 45 become more 
aroused when the porn they watch 
has a developed plot and direction 
with an emphasis on the erotic and 
sensual. It’s a far cry from the up 
close P-in-V shots fiequently found 
elsewhere, but if it gets me hot, then 
it’s all good to me.
One alternative I suggest to fe­
male friends is to check out gay sites: 
the guys’ bodies arc pretty rocking 
while the lesbian ladies seem more 
genuine than the girls moaning and 
mewling in straight videos. This 
advice extends to guys too —  two 
chicks means two o f everything, and
more is wetter, right?
While browsing, those pop-ups 
for fetish sites can seem scary. When 
even vanilla porn is debased as dis­
gusting, anything more hardcore 
instantly gets shuffled into uboo 
territory for most chicks. However, 
exploring those sites can pique an in­
terest that can lead to a more fulfill­
ing and satisfying sex life.
But, if  extended shots o f thrusting 
arc still unappealing and you need
to take steps befisre looking into fe­
tishes, the variety extends to photos 
as well. Men and women can both 
appreciate an artistic nude, and there 
are plenty o f  resources for viewing 
either profi»sional or amateur shots. ‘ 
Once you find some sites that 
speak to you and what’s in your 
pants, consider sharing with your 
panner. Yeah, there’s a bad urban
see Pom, page 7
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ICauliflower: cabbage with a college education
H eather Rockwood is a  fo o d  sciences 
ju n ior an d  the fo o d  columnist fo r  the 
Mustang Daily.
Mark Twain once said, “Cauliflow­
er is nothing but a cabbage with a 
college education.”
Not to lessen the value o f cab­
bage, but cauliflower does have 
an astounding r¿sum¿ that allows 
it to keep company with even the 
brightest Cal Poly students.
The humble cauliflower has a 
head brimming with vitamin C , 
folate and fiber. It is completely fat 
and cholesterol free —  only animal 
products contain cholesterol, so all 
plant products are free o f this pes­
ky health hurdle. The fiber found 
in cauliflower is excellent for the 
digestive tract because it is indi­
gestible by humans, and therefore 
moves through the body intact and 
cleans the digestive tract.
Through selective breeding, sci­
entists have enabled cooks all over 
the country to create healthy veg­
etable dishes that offer a taste o f 
the rainbow.
The college educated cauli­
flower has expanded its wardrobe. 
Now available in green, orange and 
purple, the cauliflower is anything 
but one-dimensional. The colored 
varieties claim a slightly different 
nutritional profile than the typical 
white variety due to their colors.
The green variety, often referred 
to as broccoflower, has fairly simi­
lar nutrient values, but has a less 
crumbly texture. The orange va­
riety boasts a vitamin A content 
25-folds higher than the white 
variety. Finally, the purple variety 
gets its vibrant color from the an- 
thocyanin antioxidant group pres­
ent. This is the same antioxidant 
found in red wines that herald 
heart healthy benefits.
Purchasing cauliflower is fairly
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CAPRICORN (D ec 22-jan. 19) —  You may be called 
upon to work ck>sely with someone you donV know wcOTauruS 
—  and yet the chemistry will be favorable from the start.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) —  You can make things 
up that are just as valid and just as efiixtive as the genuine 
items presented by the competition.
n S C E S  (Feb. 19-March 20) —  You can solve an unex-.^ 
pected problem in an equally unexpected way, provided < 
Scorpicyou are in the right place at the right time.
ARIES (March 21-Apnl 19) —  You can control more 
variables than usual, which will provide you with a cer­
tain advantage over those who are gaining on you.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) —  You may be somewhat 
/ \  confused by the offrdal version o f a recent event, simfdy
remember it difeendy.
G EM IN I (May 21-June 20) —  You are freling capable 
and confident, and you’ve been working hard to keep 
your skills honed and your attitude bright t^nd positive.
CANCER (June 21-July 22) —  You want someone else 
to take the lead, and yet before days end you may find 
yourself right back in the driver’s seat.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) —  You may find it more difficult c^pticcifiv 
tium usual to get others to adhere to the schedule you 
have devised. Perhaps certain adjustments are necessary.
VIRG O  (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) —  Others are not getting the 
results you require, and you may have to step in and take
■A over in order to turn things around.
.%•
^  LIBRA (Sept. 2 3 -O a . 22) —  What another cannot do, 
you may be able to do with remarkable case. It’s as much 
Ubfa a matter o f luck and timing as anything else, however.
SCO RPIO  (O a . 23-Nov. 21) —  It’s time to stop hesi­
tating and go for broke. The risk o f losing everything is 
actuidly quite small, and gains may be tremendous.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) —  Quiet pves way 
to noi.se, and calm gives way to chaos, but only if you are 
unable to spot a certain key opportunity when it arises.
S«s:4ittaritiS
straightforward, there are just a 
few key points to keep in mind 
while selecting.
First, look for a compact, 
creamy white curd —  the flow­
ering part o f the vegetable most 
commonly eaten —  free from 
spots. Next, look for heads that 
are enveloped in thick leafy greens 
—  these heads have been better 
protected and will have a fresher 
taste. Finally, size doesn’t matter. 
The size o f a cauliflower head does 
not affect quality, so choose the 
one you prefer most.
Storing cauliflower in the fridge 
will yield a fresher taste for a longer 
period o f time. To avoid moisture 
development amongst the florets 
place the stem side down during 
storage. Cauliflowers will keep 
for approximately one week in the 
fridge, but with their easy cooking 
versatility they normally make it to 
my stomach within just days.
W hether just cutting the florets 
up and dipping them in ranch, or 
steaming these beauties and top­
ping them with a little cheddar 
cheese, cauliflower curds make for 
a scrumptious snack anytime o f 
the day. Be sure to take your new 
college-educated friend out for a 
bite to eat this week —  just don’t 
let him know that he’s the one on 
the menu!
H int: This winter fruit is often 
used as a vegetable in cooking, and 
is played as a sport by more than 
20 million people.
Roasted cauliflower with blue
(courtcj^ofeatingwcU,oQm)
Ingredients
• 1 . laige head ) catmnower, 
.^leaves trimme^^^jy^^p^
• 2 teaspoons plus'^ v i^ e -  
spoon extra-virgiti'^lr^'l* 
divided
• 1/8 1/8 teaspoon pllw 1/4 
tqi^po<m,salt, divided
• 2 tao&poons crumbled 
. blue cheese
• 1 \ tabl^poon white-wine
vinegar . -
• ji table$^)n
• 1 fable4>oon'Cn^n<^,^^l- 
lion greens
• 1/4 teaspoon hd
pepper
in lower third of 
450"F. Co^ a^ge
iwer
Remove an y ^ tra  w 
the ends, but keep t 
tact. Brush with 2 
and sprinkle with 1/8 
Place cuC-sidedo^n on b 
Roi 
utes. 
are 
tend
Porn
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legend that every girlfriend hates 
when her boyfriend rubs one out 
to Sasha Grey, but broaching the 
subject tactfully can ensure that 
everyone involved has a good 
time.
The important thing is com­
munication. Any relationship 
should be able to withstand hav­
ing open, frank conversations 
about what help.s get each other 
off. And, if you can incorporate 
each other’s porn tastes into the 
mix, then you can find it keeps 
your sex life healthy and exciting.
Cal Poly docs have a vague pol­
icy in the Housing Contract that 
disallows keeping obscene mate­
rial in the dorms, so err on the 
side o f caution when viewing for 
pleasure. If  you live off campus, 
then click, buffer and enjoy!
iflower for 15 min- 
oppositc cut sides
t
teaspoon' lU|V.Dlue 
water, scallion grec 
a small bowl. Serve 
liflower drizzled with
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Last night, Cal Poly students gath­
ered in Chumash Auditorium to 
watch a free screening of “'Ihe So­
cial Network,” a film that revolves 
around the best kind of drama: Face- 
book drama.
The controversy concerning this 
documentary is highlighted by ex­
tensive media coverage. News outlets 
cover various topics relating to the 
film, from the validity o f the events 
portrayed, to the speculation that 
Facebook is creating a society that 
lacks real motivation.
“The Social Network” tells the 
story o f how Facebook creator Mark 
Zuckerberg invented (or not) the 
popular site during his Ircshman 
year at Harvard. The plot progre.sses 
through two different time peri­
ods —  it jumps between the pre- 
Facebook period, when ideas were 
first swirling and the site was being 
created, and the period following.
which was a mess o f lawsuits and ac­
cusations claiming Zuckerberg stole 
the idea from his peers.
Zuckerberg is also accused of sub­
tly removing his business partner, 
Eduardo Saverin, from the Facebook 
profits after the website started to 
take off and show signs of success. 
Saverin was the initial financial back­
er o f the Facebook idea and without 
him, Zuckerberg would not have 
been able to launch the site.
Associated Students Inc. Program 
Coordinator Missy Bullock said they 
picked the movie because they knew 
it would be appealing to students.
It turned out that Cal Poly stu­
dents' viewpoints, like the critics and 
the media, were split.
“I’d say Mark Zuckerberg is a 
good guy," agricultural business se­
nior Tony Racanelli said. “His part­
ner didn’t invest as much, he wasn’t 
on the same route.”
Zuckerberg himself said, plain 
and simple, the movie is fiction. The 
young entrepreneur told The New
York Times that he wished when 
people tried to write about Facebook, 
they would at least try to get it right.
But not all students took Zucker- 
berg’s side.
“I liked the movie because it 
showed how you can be corrupted 
by money,” said environmental man­
agement senior Scott Hellesen. “But 
Mark chose money over friendship.”
The two main targets o f criticism 
stemming from this film were Zuck­
erberg and Aaron Sorkin, who wrote 
the screenplay for the movie.
Zuckerberg took the heat from ev­
erybody who, like Hellesen, saw him 
as a thief o f both ideas and money. 
And Sorkin took the heat from the 
rest, who said that his film did not 
tell the story of Facebook accurately.
Sorkin told The Associated Press 
that Facebook’s beef isn’t with the 
movie, it’s with the people who sued 
them and the testimony they gave.
Nonetheless, for better or for 
worse, Facebook has changed the 
world. According to Facebook’s fact
sheet, there are now more than 500 
million aaive users on the website 
worldwide.
New York Times columnist Frank 
Rich wrote a column comment­
ing on the effect Facebook has had 
on politics, saying we have entered 
“a brave new political world where 
candidates need only exist in virtual 
reality.”
Otliers speculate “The Social Net­
work” may have opened the doors for 
more films to fail into a new, inter­
net-based genre. According to The 
New York Daily News, plans have 
been announced to make a Google 
movie.
And the result o f the lawsuits? 
In 2008, Facebook ended up pay­
ing $65 million to the Winklcvoss 
twins for their lawsuit which claims 
Zuckerberg stole their idea. Accord­
ing to The Washington Post, they are 
now attempting to void the earlier 
settlement because Facebook did not 
provide an accurate evaluation o f its 
shares.
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Looking back at the Tucson tragedy
Jerremy Cutcher is a  political science 
senior an d  Mustang Daily liberal col­
umnist.
I decided not to write about Tucson 
last week because I felt a weeks time 
would dispel the fabricated narratives 
and rumor-mongering that often 
runs rampant in the media following 
any national tragedy and thus have a 
more accurate idea of what actually 
occurred and why. But a week and a 
half since the shooting has only left 
more questions and fewer answers.
I do know six people died and 
13 were injured. I know the accused 
killer in his mug shot looks like ab­
solutely psychotic, chillingly proud 
o f the massacre he had just commit­
ted. I know my heart goes out to the 
families and friends o f the victims of 
such a senseless crime. That’s about 
all I know.
That’s why President Obama’s 
speech was perfect. Even his most 
strident opponents, from Glenn 
Beck to Pat Buchanan, praised him 
for the speech. As president during 
a national tragedy, Obama was sup­
posed to rise above the politics and 
unite the nation —  and that’s exactly 
what he did.
Obama talked at length about the
inflamed political rhetoric used to at­
tack the opposing side that has domi­
nated political discourse over the last 
decade or so, picking up on one of 
the common themes from his presi­
dential campaign. There is a fine line 
between impassioned politics and 
impassionate, and it seems we have 
crossed over to the latter. Pundits 
and bloggers now talk o f opposing 
viewpoints as if they belong to their 
enemies, not to fellow citizens doing 
what they think is best for them and 
their country. The polarized nature 
o f politics today breeds this vitriol 
which then sustains itself as rational 
modesty evaporates.
Talks o f ’‘reloading” and using 
“Second Amendment remedies” 
should have no place in politics. And 
though there is no direct connection 
between the political rhetoric and 
the shooting, that does not mean the 
tragedy should not represent a wake- 
up call to see that, as the president 
said, “The forces that divide us are 
not as strong as those that unite us.” 
As Americans, we actually agree on a 
wide range o f issues —  it’s just that 
we never discuss them (consider the 
idea o f going back to a feudal society, 
or installing a dicutor or abolishing 
Congress, etc.).
The poverty o f speaking in such 
hyperbole is the violent and ballistic 
rhetoric that gets people excited for 
politics rather than a thorough un­
derstanding o f the issues. It inflames 
passions for those intoxicated with 
the conservative populism that has 
gripped much o f the nation, remind­
ing them o f revolutionary times and 
giving importance to their cause 
rather than being instilled with a 
simple civic spirit and desire to find 
common ground. Asking for civility 
is not calling for censorship; it’s as­
piring to higher political discourse to 
come to an understanding with the 
opposing side, not just to belittle it 
in an effort to undermine it.
The most powerful point in 
Obama’s speech was when he in­
voked the childhood optimism of 
9-year-old Christina Taylor Green 
participating in politics for the first 
time. “Imagine —  imagine for a mo­
ment, here was a young girl who was 
just becoming aware o f our democ­
racy; just beginning to understand 
the obligations o f citizenship; just 
starting to glimpse the fact that some 
day she, too, might play a part in 
shaping her nation’s future. She had 
been elected to her student council. 
She saw public service as something 
exciting and hopeful. She was off to 
meet her congresswoman, someone 
she was sure was good and important
and might be a role model. She saw 
all this through the eyes o f a child, 
undimmed by the cynicism or vitriol 
that we adults all too often just take 
for granted. I want to live up to her 
expectations. I want our democracy 
to he as good as Christina imagined 
it. I want America to be as good 
as she imagined it. All o f us —  we 
should do everything we can to make 
sure this country lives up to our chil­
dren’s expectations.”
The cynicism many o f us carry 
with us into politics did not origi­
nate in childhood. Indeed, as chil­
dren, we are spoon-fed American 
Exceptional ism and democratic ide­
als so that we truly believed America 
is the greatest nation and can do no 
evil in the world. But as we mature, 
and become more aware o f the world 
in which we live, it is easier to cast 
off our disappointment with politics 
and government than it is to try to 
fix it, easier to blame corrupt poli­
ticians or powerful interest groups 
than it is to see the failure o f our own 
political discourse.
No one wants the blame, but we 
must all accept some of it. And if we 
all make a conscious effort to work 
towards that ideal o f our country we 
all held as children, we will he mak­
ing good progress toward making a 
more perfect union, v
¡baña was supposed to rise 
loW the politics and unite 
the nation —  and that’s< 
what he did.
—Jeremy Catcher
Liberal columnist
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Al Davis still has his rule over the Oakland Raiders
Monte Poole
THE OAKLAND TRIBUNE
His physical presence has lost its vi­
brancy, but his naind still races and 
his mouth still roars.
His words drift and ramble and 
wander and sometimes fall off the 
face o f the Earth.
And then Al Davis gathers him­
self and returns to the matter at 
hand, upon which he exudes equal 
parts charm and intellect.
Even at age 81, deeply in the au­
tumn o f his life, the owner o f the 
Oakland Raiders can sit before a 
room filled with reporters and cam­
eras and spend nearly two hours 
reminding one and all that he’s still 
the boss, still in charge o f one o f the 
NFEs most intriguing franchises.
And no matter the challenge he 
faces, whether in regard to his team 
or his personal health or pending
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legal issues, he rcinaiiis in his soul a 
proud and defiant warrior.
Making his first public speaking 
appearance in 16 months, Davis on 
Tuesday announced the promotion 
o f Hue Jackson from offensive coor­
dinator to head coach. Jackson, 45, 
becomes the 17th coach in Raiders 
history.
Jackson, who joined the organiza­
tion in January 2010 to manage what 
had been an anemic offense, faces a 
daunting task. He seeks to maintain 
the momentum for a team coming 
off its first non-losing season since 
2002 and, moreover, he must try to 
satisfy perhaps the most demanding 
owner in sports.
“I plan on being here a long 
time,” Jackson said, an obvious nod 
to the fact that Davis has dismissed 
five coaches in seven years.
As much as the day was designed 
to introduce Jackson in his new role, 
though, it'was Davis who towered 
over the proceedings at the team’s fa­
cility in Alameda’s Harbor Bay Park­
way business park.
It was Davis who did most o f 
the talking. He explained his Jan. 4 
dismissal o f head coach lorn  Cable, 
saying he was a limited coach whose 
personal life brought undue stress 
upon the franchise. Furthermore, 
according to Davis, Cable was dis­
honest.
“I just didn’t think he could do 
it,” Davis said of Cable, “especially 
when I saw the contrast with (Jack- 
son).”
Seated next to Jackson at a table 
on the stage in die team’s largest 
meeting room, Davis alternately 
needled and toyed with reporters. 
Wearing a black leather pullover and 
a bandage above his left eye, he spoke 
with conviction though not always 
with clarity.
What was clear was Davis’ van­
ity. He made pointed efforts to point 
out the depth o f his contributions 
to Oakland’s most successful season 
on the field since reaching the Super 
Bowl eight years ago.
“I did the draft,” he said, referring 
to one o f the most impressive collec­
tions o f rookies in Raiders history.
“1 made the trade for (defensive 
lineman Richard) Seymour,” Da­
vis added. “I drafted (cornerback 
Nnamdi) Asomugha" in 2003.
The owner also reminded ev­
eryone that he was the first to take 
note o f the coaching potential o f Jim 
Harbaugh, recently named to lead 
the 49ers, and David Shaw, who was 
promoted to head coach at Stanford.
Davis, to his credit, also shoul­
dered some o f the blame for the 
team’s declining fortunes, conceding 
that he has made some question­
able decisions regarding coaches and 
playing personnel.
Though he declined to address 
specifics about the Raiders’ future in 
Oakland, or whether he would col­
laborate with the 49ers on a football 
facility, Davis reiterated his desire for 
a new stadium and said it should be
on the current site in Oakland.
The one thing that doesn’t change 
with Davis is his ability to provide a 
show. He is good theater and a mar­
velous public speaker. It’s as if he en­
ters a private dressing room, opens a 
box, pulls out a happy face and puts 
it on.
It was no different Tuesday, when 
Davis emerged to issue a reminder 
that he is firmly atop the Raiders’ or­
ganizational chart.
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Armstrong looks to leave his mark on Cal Poly athletics
Nikol Schiller
NIKOLSCHUXER.MD#GMAIL.COM
Cal Polys new president, Jeffrey Arm­
strong, has been a St. Louis Cardinals 
fan since he was a young baseball play­
er growing up in western Kentucky. 
And when he found out Hall o f Fame 
Cardinals shortstop Ozzie Smith was 
a Cal Poly grad, Armstrong was even 
more excited to become a Mustang.
Coming to Cal Poly from Big Ten 
powerhouse Michigan State, Arm­
strong knows a thing or two about 
how a strong athletic program can 
give a positive face to a university. 
Part o f his long-term plan for Cal 
Poly includes finding a new athletic 
director and improving the athlet­
ics department, which will generate 
more money for the school.
Cal Poly, as well as the rest o f the 
California State University system, 
could use as much financial help as 
possible. Though its uncertain how 
the recent proposed $500 million 
budget cut to the CSU will affect 
the university as a whole, it certainly 
will have a “trickling down affect” on 
sports. Cal Poly interim athletic di­
rector Phil Webb said.
“One o f the biggest single con­
tributions to our revenue (are) stu­
dent fees, the IRA (Instructionally 
Related Activities) and ASl (Associ­
ated Students Inc.) fees,” Webb said. 
“A consequence o f reduced budget 
is a reduction in enrollment, and a 
reduction in enrollment has a signifi­
cant impact on our revenue stream.”
The budget cuts will force the 
athletic program to rely more heavily 
on fundraising than they already do. 
Both Armstrong and Webb said they 
believe maintaining and expanding 
Cal Poly’s athletic program is vital 
to the university’s image. Armstrong 
said the athletics program is the front 
door for a university. Sometimes the 
sports program is what outsiders first 
sec when touring Cal Poly, he said.
Though Michigan State and Cal 
Poly have very different athletic im­
ages, Webb said Armstrong’s experi­
ence at a Big Ten school can only 
help Cal Poly sports.
“I don’t think we quite have such 
a profile that Michigan State docs, 
but I think certainly he comes from 
a school where he’s had the oppor­
tunity to see what athletics can do 
for a university in terms o f ‘being 
the front porch’ and really exposing 
the university in a very positive way," 
Webb said.
Preserving a strong athletic pro­
gram and improving it can draw in 
alumni and potential donors. While 
Armstrong served as Michigan 
State’s dean for the College o f Ag­
riculture and Natural Resources, he 
raised more than $200 million for 
his college.
“My wife and I, we were quite in­
volved with development and alum­
ni and stakeholders relations,” Arm­
strong said. “Athletics was one part 
o f how we developed relationships 
and maintained relationships with 
donors and alumni. Our college cur­
rently is the only college at Michigan 
State that has a football suite.”
Webb said this is exaedy the type 
o f strategic advancement plan Cal 
Poly athletics needs. Every year the 
depanment receives the same amount 
o f funding from the university and 
every year the cost of maintaining the 
sports program goes up. Scholarship 
tuition raises and travel cost increases 
cause the depanment to depend more 
heavily on team fundraising.
“The piece o f it that we really need 
to work on and develop is the long 
range, strategic major gifts,” Webb 
said. “We’ve had some success in that 
area, but it needs to be more strategic.”
More money from strong alum­
ni relations could mean enhancing 
sports facilities for players. Better 
facilities attract top athletes. Top 
athletes mean more Cal Poly wins, 
which in turn translates into more 
money for the school.
One obvious fiu:ility enhancement 
needed on campus is Mon Gym be­
cause o f its small size, said Bren Hen- 
ninger, a biological sciences senior.
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President Jeffery Armstrong said athletics is the front door for a university and plans to try and improve Cal Poly athletics.
Mon Gym, not to be confrised with 
the Recreation Center that is cur­
rently undergoing renovations, houses 
basketball and volleyball events. Im­
proving Mott Gym would help ath­
letic programs recruit better players.
“I think when you look at major, 
major programs they all have big sta­
diums,” Henninger said. “Mott Gym 
tan only hold (around) 3,000 people. 
When you bring recruits to Cal Poly 
the recruits won’t be as impressed as 
the gyms they saw at other campuses.”
Not only would we get better 
players, but more people would want
to go to the games, he said.
As long as Cal Poly can come 
up with the donor base from Arm­
strong’s alumni relations plan, he can 
sec better sporting facilities, such as a 
new gym built on campus.
“I do believe there’s the need to 
enhance facilities for athletics as well 
as enhancing other facilities for other 
aaivities and pursuits on campus,” 
Armstrong said. “Part o f development 
and moving the program forward is 
working with the athletic direaor and 
coaches and determining what facili­
ties are needed and then we have to 
step back and say, ‘Well, what’s f u ­
sible? Do we have the donor base? Do 
we believe it’s the right thing for Cal 
Poly?’ Then we’ll move forward.”
Before any o f these improvements 
can take place, a new athletic direc­
tor must be appointed. Allison Cone, 
Cal Poly’s former athletic director, 
retired in December after six years as 
athletic director and 16 years at the 
university. The search for a new di­
rector began before Cone retired.
Armstrong and Webb arc part o f 
the search committee that is headed
by Larry Kelley, vice president for 
administration and finance. They 
are whittling the list o f well qualified 
applicants down to finalists and will 
have a director named by the end of 
March, Webb said.
The new director will be able to 
work with Armstrong to create an 
advancement plan to increase funds 
for the athletic department. The 
major gifts position in the athletic 
department is currently vacant and 
will be up to the new director and 
Armstrong as to how that position is 
filled. Webb said he is interested to 
see “how our advancement plan is de­
veloped once that position is filled.”
Despite a glum welcoming to the 
under-budgeted California educa­
tion system, Armstrong is looking 
forward to being pan o f the Mustang 
family and the athletic department 
is looking forward to working with 
Armstrong as well.
“Like it or not, athletics is one o f 
the things people talk about on the 
university and it can be the entry to 
talking about all o f the other positive 
things at Cal Poly,” Webb said.
PHOTO IIXUSTRATION BY BRIAN DE LOS SANTOS
I f  the Mustangs can become anythii^ like Michigan State athletics, Cal Poly will replicate a program that just sent a top- 
10 ranked football team to the Capital One Bowl and a basketball team that went to the Final Four last season.
